Monoamine oxidase inhibition and CNS immunodeficiency infection.
HIV invades CNS subcortical areas, particularly the dopamine-rich basal ganglia and induces a subcortical dementia. Data suggest that the basal ganglia dysfunction plays a critical role in the neuropsychiatric manifestation of HIV infection. Therefore, therapeutic approaches for HIV dementia nowadays wish to include apart from the highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART) also adjunctive medication. In this short article, we report briefly on neurotoxicity associated with the immunodeficiency virus and discuss the effects of selegiline, a monoamine oxidase inhibitor which enhances dopamine availability in CNS on immunodeficiency virus-induced neurological disease.